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For your information I enclose a copy of my initial
correspondence with Boise State University regarding
the Frank Church papers. It follows a telephone
conversation with the University Librarian who
stated: (a) they want to cooperate fully with us, but
first they need something in writing (hence, my let-
ter); (b) a preliminary check of boxes "most likely"
to contain classified information revealed none; and
(c) Senator Church's former AA, who is most familiar
with the papers, has advised Boise State that the
Senator scrupulously kept classified materials with
the official Committee records, and that it was highly
unlikely that the collection contains any significant
quantity of classified information (we, of course,
cannot yet corroborate this). 1'll keep you informed.
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71N G« ral Information Security
Setvices Oversight Cory
Administration Office Washington, DC 20405

l .
September 4, 1984 OIS Registry

SY- Y29

Mr. Timothy A. Brown
University Librarian
Boise State University
Boise, Idaho 83725

Dear Mr. Brown:

This letter follows up in writing my telephone conversations
during the past few days with you and University Associate
Librarian Ralph Hansen. Under Executive Order 12356, copy
enclosed, the Director of the Information Security Oversight
Office (1S00) is responsible to the President for overseeing the
national security information program. Through various
initiatives the Director of ISOO monitors the classification,
declassification and safeguarding of national security
information. 1In order to provide you with additional information
about IS00, I also enclose copies of its most recent Report to
the President and the President's reply.

Boise State University recently announced its acceptance as the
permanent repository of the papers of the late Senator Frank
Church of ldaho. Subsequently, I received inquiries from
concerned Federal agency officials that the Church papers might
contain quantities of classified national security information.
I volunteered to l1ook into this matter on behalf of these
agencies, given my responsibilities under E.O. 12356.

Two questions address this issue. First, do the Church papers at
Boise State include classified national security information?
Second, if the answer to the first question is positive, what
steps must be taken now and in the future to safequard this
information until such time as the agencies that originated it

are able to declassify it? Clearly, answering the first qguestion
is our initial priority.

To this end I seek your input concerning available initiatives.
In considering these, I am able to advise you that the concerned
agencies are willing and able to send a team of specialists to
Boise at the agencies' expense to aid in surveying the papers.
Please be assured, however, that the Federal Government's role in
this matter is not in any way to abrogate or interfere with any
aspect of the University's ownership and/or custodianship of the
Church papers, but simply to assure adequate protection of its
legitimate national security interests.

I have two additional requests. First, I learned in our
telephone conversations of the existence of box and possibly
folder title lists to the papers. If you could provide me with a
copy of these along with a copy of the Deed of Gift, we may be
able to expedite the survey of the papers for classified
information. Second, I would very much appreciate it if you
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could take reasonable interim measures to safeguard any of the
boxes that may conceivably contain national security information.

I look forward to hearing from you as soon as possible. I may be
reached by telephone at (202) 535-7251.

Sincerely,

TaTpmed) Steven gerfinkel

STEVEN GARFINKEL
Director

Enclosures

cc: STAT
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BOISE STATE UNIVERSITY 1910 UNIVERSITY DRIVE o BOISE, IDAHO 83725 J”

THE LIBRARY

September 17, 1984

Mr. Steven BGarfinkel, Director
Information Security Oversight Office
General Services Administration
Washington, D. C. 2040%

Dear Mr. Garfinkel,

I am responding to your letter of September 4th 09 erniay ALhe
possible presence of classified documents in the apers
of Senator Frank Churclhi. Based on what 1 have learned, 1 cai
only conclude that it is highly unlikely there are any
classified documents in the papers received by ESU.

After youwr telephone call to Mr. Hansen, he and two staff
members who work with special collections carefully reviewed
the shipping/storage liste which accompanied the papers to ESU.
When they came upon an entry for any box which suggested the
possibility ot claseified materials they examined the contents
of the bo:x. In no instance did they find anything other than
correcpondence with constituente and others who wished Lo

e precd an opinion to a senator they believed miaoht be involved
1n ‘the topic of concern.

bihiile cladd wmeabers made these spol checls, 1 spoule witl
individuals who had worked in Senator Church’™e Waehinolon
office. They reaffirmed what had been my initial
understanding. namely that Senator Church was very careful not
to place classitied documents 1n his ottice +i1les. Such papet =
were Jedt in'commjtt@a offices and are therefore =till in
Washington, ei1ther 1n the Nalional Archives or 1n the archilvel
files of the variou= committesz. Furthermore. within the las*

B T I S D S L T R ISR LS & [ ol Bporrel (ol ies ooy wss
Washington and spent time with the Head of the Senate History
Oifice who Ltool palins to esplain the manner in which docwmenis,
particularly sencitive documents, were handled by, Sermeastor
Church, other committee chairmen, and their office statfs.

GTite G o Lo s Liooott Edsu Lhiah cdaesSiiled ol wihen s
would only rarelv have even been in Senator Church’e Dffice.
and the proposition that they would have been permanently
placed in his privete files ie extremely remote. In short, we
have LDewh azstu @0 Ly, ever y pet S0 vamiised With benator
Church’ s office that his personel papers simply do not have
Claserded or other informetiocon thet ailokt compromises nation:)

SELU 1Ly 1INLEr eniw.

1N L Letis W T st ezl ule gusi aiitee Litad atitunig Lk 4 ave s s
cartone an errant dotumsnt w11 not tuoen oup. T protect the
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Government from such & possibility we will screen all folders
before releasing them to any users. In the event a classified
document is discovered, we will remove it from the files and
store it in a vault which has a combination lock. We will also
notify you of the existence of the document so you can
ascertain if the document has been declassified and/or when it
will be declascified. In the meantime, you should know that
the transferral agreement for the Church papers specifically
commits BSU to handle classified material consistently with
procedures established by law or executive order; it is our
intent to do so.

As you are aware, the Church Fapers are not processed and
access to them will be limited until we have completely
arranged them. Vo hope to have fundes to hire a project
archivist by July 1985. In the interim the collection will not
be available except to Mr. Church’ s biographers, one of whom
will begin worl in the collection shortly. We have discussed
your concern with him and he is in full agreement with our
decision to review the foldetrs he wishes to see before
releasing them for his use.

For your anfdor mation we enclose & copy of the Deed of Gi+l and
the various shipping/storage lists. Stould there be any files
thet rarsc an alarmmn, we ghall be plessed to talke a second lood
at those files and make sure they do not contain classified

o
paper s,

I trust that vou will 4ind ouw responcee satisfactory. and 1
hope you will agree with my own view that our having the papers
ie nol 1 any wey threatening to natioanl secwity and,

TUlLE W ey Lihiat Lhier & eassle 10 COompelling Feason TUl yoo oo
seel. permiszicon to eramine the Senator Church papers. We wicsh
Lo labke evely feozuhable precadlion 1n protecting security -

intereste and, to theat end., I would welcome any sugaestions you
Mol Do s L siwe v maalcl ampeTOve St apper cach Lo banal s g
the papers. -

Sincerely vours,

B Own
y Librarian

Timothy @
Universi

ejb
Attachimentls
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